Currently in BANES we have
Bronze award churches at
Stratton House Methodist Home
for the Aged, Central URC,
Chew Magna Baptist Church,
Horizon/Southdown Methodist
Church, Manvers Street Baptist
plus a couple of churches who
gained their awards under the
old EcoCongregation scheme.
But we also have St Philip and
St James Odd Down, Bath
Abbey, Peasedown Methodist,
St Michaels Without, OASIS
Bath, St Stephens, St Mary’s
Charlcombe and Keynsham
Methodist registered with the
scheme. And there are rumours
of more in the pipeline!

That’s all for
this edition

Christian Action for the Environment in B&NES

The Diocese of Bath and Wells
is aiming to get 50 churches
involved by the end of the year
and people in churches in the
diocese might want to contact
Caroline Pomeroy at the
diocesan offices.
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Welcome to CAFE BANES first newsletter

Don’t miss this opportunity to
Climate Justice
Conference in Cambridge learn more about one of the most
pressing issues of our age.

If you’ve not heard about CAFE BANES we are a group of Christians in
Bath and North East Somerset who are concerned about God’s creation.
We want to do all we can to care for it and love what God has given.

We are there to support one another, to share ideas and to take action
together. We meet about every three months and the next meeting
details are in this newsletter. If you want to know more contact Ian
Souter on souterfam@aol.com. And if you’re wondering what the CAFE
bit is – it’s Christian Action For the Environment.
Rev’d Ian Souter
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Climate Justice Conference in Cambridge

A Rocha UK is partnering with the
Amos Trust, to put on a major
conference on Climate Justice,
from Monday 23rd – Wednesday
25th September at St Paul’s
Church in Cambridge.

The conference is held at
Westminster College, Cambridge
in collaboration with the Faraday
Institute for Science and Religion
and Westminster College.
Wednesday 11th to Friday 13th
The three-day summit will explore September 2019. £81 (day
how churches and Christians can delegate); £169 (single rooms);
play a greater role in addressing
£307 (double rooms).
climate change with justice, to
Read more:
accelerate a ‘just transition’ to a
www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/bluelow-carbon world.
planet
https://www.amostrust.org/
diary/climate-justice-summitEcoChurch
2019/
And if you want to spend longer
in Cambridge you can go earlier
to......

A Rocha’s EcoChurch
programme is a brilliant way
to get churches to look at their
environmental impact and to get
creation care into the life of the
church even if your church
doesn’t want to go for one
of their awards. If you want
to know more go to:
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

Blue Planet, Blue God
A conference for anybody
concerned with the well being
of our planet and our oceans.
Prof. Meric Srokosz and
Dr Rebecca Watson whose
book will offer a fresh new lens
through which to look at the Bible.

Cont....

11. EcoChurch
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Green Christians
Finding our path and walking gently in the Season of Creation
‘On the Road Together’
Stroud
Saturday September 28th 2019
11.00am till 4.00pm
Immaculate Conception Church Hall, Beeches Green GL5 4AA
The 7th in a series of regional days with Green Christian and local communities to deepen ecological discipleship, mobilise for change, and
build common cause for creation.
Including sessions on: • Joy in Enough
• The Green Christian Way of Life
The day is open to all who are interested in discovering how we might
better pray, live, witness and support each other in this time of crisis.
Cost free – but donations on the day welcome
Bring and share lunch - bookstall
Booking is essential as space is limited: greenchristian.eventbrite.co.uk
0345 459 8460
greenchristian.org.uk

A P ra y e r o u t o f c re a tio n
M a y th e re a lw a y s b e tw o th o u s a n d a c re s o f s ky a b o ve u s .
M a y th e re a lw a y s b e th e s to ry o f th e e a rth b e n e a th u s .

M a y th e re a lw a y s b e th e s o n g o f th e a ir b e tw e e n u s .
A n d m a y th e lo ve th a t s h o o k c re a tio n fro m G o d ’s h a n d ,
s h a k e u s a live , th a t w e m a y w a lk G o d ’s w a y , n o w a n d a lw a y s .

Stop Press
A new eco-group has been formed at All Saints Weston – we wish
them all the best as they develop their ideas.
CAFE BANES MEETING
The next meeting of CAFE BANES will be on Monday 9th September
(not 16th as previously advertised)
at Southdown Methodist Centre, The Hollow, Bath at 7.30pm.

Plastics Campaign

Template Letters available from
churches or at:
https://www.nexusbath.org.uk/
links.htm#cafebanes

We are underway!
Our campaign to challenge single
use plastics by writing to retailers,
manufacturers, food outlets,
distribution firms etc asking them
to review the single-use plastics
that they sell or employ has gone
out to churches across BANES.
Please encourage people in your
church to get writing. We have
already had one very small success
and other companies have been
challenged.
Let’s get the companies wondering
what’s hit them from BANES and
starting to change their methods.

Roddy Hamilton from ‘A Heart for Creation’ by Chris Polhill (Wild Goose)
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Eco-bricks

Tearfund

Eco-bricks are bricks made
out of plastic bottles stuffed
full of other unrecyclable
plastics like sweet wrappers.
This is not intended as a
way of avoiding taking action
to massively reduce singleuse plastics but is aimed at buying
time. It is a way of getting the
plastic that we have already got,
and the plastic we can’t avoid, out
of the waste system and into
something useful and usable.
There are various web-pages about
this and the best we’ve found so far
comes from South Africa and can
be found at:
https://www.aquarium.co.za/blog/
entry/how-to-make-ecobricksreducing-waste-at-home

Farmshop is a drop off point if you
feel this is something you want to
get involved in. Their website links
to www.ecobricks.org/
There may be unforeseen problems
– what do people think? But it
seems like a simple transitional
period solution that might engage
children and young people in the
issues over plastic.

In our area the Farrington Gurney

CPO Posters
CPO – Christian Publicity Organisation have
produced a series of over printable posters and other
material using the basic artwork in the picture but in
various configurations.
To find out more go to:
https://www.cpo.org.uk/range.aspx?
range=5960&cat=1065&prod=C5960MP
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points us to ....

Tearfund have created a variety of
resources to help you get your
church or small group involved in
our Rubbish Campaign.

One of our CAFE BANES
members has asked for
information to go out about ....

These include Rubbish Talks for
you to use or adapt, a Rubbish
Event leader’s guide for a standalone event exploring waste and
consumerism, and a range of fun
and creative all-age Rubbish
Activities to get your whole
church involved.

First there is ‘Curlew Moon' a book
about curlews by Mary Colwell –
a review can be found at:
https://www.theguardian.com/
books/2018/may/03/curlew-moonby-mary-colwell-review

Second, for your prayers, there is
an extraordinary Pan-Amazon
You can also order our printed
Synod to be held in October 2019
Rubbish Campaign action cards by
with the theme
emailing campaigns@tearfund.org
“ Amazonia: New Paths for the
Church and for an integral
Repair Cafe
ecology.
Read
all
about
it at http://
Repair Cafes have been held in
www.sinodoamazonico.va/content/
Bath for 2-3 years now (Larkhall,
Southdown and Weston). Repair sinodoamazonico/en.html
Cafes get volunteers to come
along with broken stuff that would
The Time in Now
otherwise go to landfill and an
attempt is made to repair the item.
Wednesday 26 June
Bath repair Cafes manage to
Mass lobby of Parliament
repair almost 70% of what is
to bring forward the date for
brought in saving a considerable
zero-carbon.
amount of things going to landfill.
See Christian Aid website.
A fourth repair Cafe was
Please pray for MPs that they
launched in Peasedown
will respond.
on 22 June – please pray for it.

Hugh Dowson
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